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Hermit Crab

Sciewtific Name: Paguroidea

Brief Description:

Hermit Crabs are vocturnal scavengers that will eat almost
anything. They have lowg curved abdomens, which are soft,
unlike the hard, calcified abdomens seen in related crustaceaus.
With practice and patiewce, hermit crabs can be handled. Hermit crabs like
larae gronps v the wild,

Averaoge Size: The Hermit Crab is approximately wo-to-six iches loug,
depending on species.

Life Spaw: Hermit Crabs can live up +o twenty years with proper-care.
Feedivg;

- Use high-duality commercial hermit cral food.

- Hermit Crabs take small bites and eat slowly, usually during the nighht time.

- Treats are suggested, but include vatural foods as well,

- Hermit Crabs will eat von-citrus fruits such as: Mmangos, coconnt, papayas,
vegetables (von-starchy), nuts, applesaunce, seaweed, drained brine shrimp and
fish flakes.

- Also use a calcium source, such as cuttlebone.

- Hermit Crabs don't have big enongh claws to grab on to pellet-type foods. Feed
them one teaspoon of powdered hermit cral food, or pellets crushed into powder.,
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Hermit Crab

Sciewtific Name: Paguroidea

Feedivg: (con't)

- Supplement diet with dark, leafy vegetables such as kale or
broceoli and fruit, such as, apple, arapes and banana.

- Do not use a metallic dish, crabs are sensitive to metal. Use a
ceramic or won-metal, non-porous material,

Housing:

- Ovie Hermit Crab will require a ten-gallon aquarium or larger tank with a
glass of sereen lid.,

- New shells should be larger than the currewt one +o ewsure room for growth.

- Shell opeving should be larger fhan the Hermit Crab’s larger pivcer.

- Also provide climbing materials in the tank.

- Use saud or smeoth adquarium-safe aravel, bark or mulch as a substrate for
our crab,

WMaintenance:

- First thing, daily, be sure o check the tanks humidity level.
- Nour Hermit Crab should be bathed, once a week, in fresh, de-chlorivated water.

o Tmmerse the crab, upside down in room temperature water.,

o The crab may get out of the shell and walk around.

o Remove the crab from the tuls and allow +o dry for a few minutes.

o Prain the remaiving water from the crab’s shell and return +o i+s owner.
-[@Rewmove debris and old food from the substrate, every other day.
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Hermit Crab

Sciewtific Name: Paguroidea

Water and Accessories:

- Always have a shallow dish of chlorine-free water for your pet.

- If using a spovnge as a water source, replace i+ often.

- A second shallow bowl of saline water is sugaested as it helps
maintain balance in the crabs “shell water”.

Reproductive:

Crazy Crabs breed by-seattering their egos into thhe water. The egas develop iv
the ocean as part-of the plankton commumity. They returu o land after a few
years once grown to the size of a pea. They cauot breed v captivity.

Notes and Comments:

Hermit crabs are nocturval, but may be active on a clondy day. Hide food v the
crabos substrate, it will ouly eat very little and very slowly as well. Hermit crabs
usually molt once a year and will bury itself v the savd. Tt is important not to
disturl the crab during this process as the crab is very fragile. Tt will need +o

be protected from other crabs by installing a divider v the +avk, but keep it moist,

Hermit crabs enjoy being in a tank with other hermit crabs. They also evjoy
climbing so put a small climbing apparatus v the enclosure as well,
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