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Freshwater Planted Aduarinms

Adding live plants to most freshwater tavks add a type of

beanty that can't be achieved with their plastic/silk counterparts,
They also have the added benefit of filtering out umwanted
nitrates and phosphates that cav lead o dirty and algae-covered
+anks.

Setup:

Setting up a planted adquarinm is very similar to wost fish only tanks, except
that it takes a bit wore planning., Becanse the plants will likely be a large

focus of the tauk, i+ is important fo consider filter and heater placement

while setting everythivig up.. Substrate is another important component of
planted aquariams. Because plants will get some of their nutrients from their
roots, purchasing a Premium Plant Substrate, such as “Flourite” will help provide
the essential nutrients veeded for your plants. They often come in a variety of
colors and textures. Ask any emplovyee about available options. Decorations are
another important thivg to consider. Becanse some plants will actually attach +o
things, rather thav establish roots in the substrate, adding aquarinm approved
rocks and wood will provide a more natural look +o our aduarium. For more ideas,
refer to the Aquariam Plants Wanual. This book offers +ips and layout suggestions
for setting up vew tavks.
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Freshwater Planted Aduarinms

Setup: (con't)

Lightivg is very important to consider becanse plants utilize light
to make their food. WMany plants will grow better with, and even
require, stronger lighting. Upgradivg to a T5 Hi@l/] Output or LED
fixture will allow vou +o grow many more plants than with just a
standard T fluorescent that comes with most tanks., If you do not wish to
uparade vour light fixture, there are replacement plant bulbs (Flora-Glo) that will
fit i most standard light fixtures. Ask any associate if you have any questiovs.

Lighting:

Lightivg is NVery important to consider becanse plants utilize light +o make their food.
WMawny plants will grow better with, and even require, strovger lighting. Upgradivg to
2 T5 High Output or LED fixture will allow vyou to grow many more plants than with
just a stawdard TS fluorescent that comes with most tanks. ITf you do not wish +to
uparade vour light fixture, there are replacement plant bullbs (Flora-Glo) that will
fit n most standard light fixtures. Ask any associate if you have any questiovs.

WMaivtenance:

WMaintenance for planted tanks is similar to fish only tavks, Because plants constantly
lose leaves, however, it is important to maintain the cleanliness of the substrate.
Too much build up can lead to a sigwificant decrease in water dquality.
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Freshwater Planted Aduarinms

Supplements:

Althongh some plants can be maintained without supplementation,
we use and recommend wmany of Seachem’s products to allow plants
to flonrish,

Some Seachem products we recommend are:
Flourish:

This is a comprehensive supplement that replaces many micro elements, some trace
elements and other nutrieuts needed by plants,

Excel:

This is a bleavailakle organic carbown source essential for plant growth. This is a
aood replacement for CO2 injestors.

Fresh Trace/Envy:
This replaces many trace elements used by plants. This is especially important when

nsing RO or distilled water, since both processes strip the water of all vitamivs and
minerals.
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Freshwater Planted Aduarinms
Supplements: (con't)

Tron/Propel:

This replaces Trown, a vital, but easily depleted element in planted
aduarinms. Use and irov test kit to properly determive the dosing schedule for your
tank. Seachem also offers a whole line of supplements to aid in multiple types of
deficiencies. The Aduarium Plants Mavnal is a great reference for idewtifying
deficiencies in planted aquariums,

Stability:

This is a beneficial bacteria used o maintain biological stabilityin the +ank,
T+ helps keep ammonia and vitrite levels doww,

Prime/Premier:

This helps detoxify ammonia and vitrite as well as provide a slime coat for the fish
to protect agaivst disease.
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Freshwater Planted Aduarinms

Selection:

Fish and plants should always be selected carefully. Fish such as
tetras, barbs, rams, wollies, platies, auppies ete. usually make
good choices for planted aduariums becanse they are small and will
not disrupt the plant beds. Plants should be selected based on the
intensity of lighting on the aduarium, as well as the location v the tank. Wost plants
fall nto a category of backaround, midaround or forearound. Kuowing how each plant
grows will determine the best place to plant them v your tank, Tt is alse important
to remember that some plants are easier +o care for than others. Ask awy associate
which plavts will do best n your tauk.
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