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Petware House
Your Ncighborhood Fet Storc Sincc 1991

Burmese Pythow

Scientific Name: Python Bivittatus

Brief Description:

Burmese pythons are some of the most commouly kept swakes
and come v wmany varieties. They are carnivorous animals and
are wost active at dusk while hunting for +their prey on the
ground or in the trees.

A\/@l’ﬂt@@ Size: HaJrc\/llm@s ranoe from eighteen-to-twenty-nine inches.
Female adults average from thirteen-to-eighteen feet,
Wale average eighteen-to-fourteen feet

Life Spau: The Burmese Python cav live; on average of twenty-five years.
Feeding:

- Feed vour python an appropriately sized rodent, weekly.
o Rodewt should be vio bigger +han the suake at its largest poiwt.

- Python’s cawn eat rat pups, for oumaer snakes, moving up i size as it arows.
o Python’s will reduire large rats or rabbits once fully grown.

- Do viot hawdle vour snake for ove day after eativg,.

- Pythons can be converted to feeding on frozen/thawed or pre-killed rodewts.

- Never leave a live snake unattended with any suake.

- Pythion’s go on huvger strikes during +the winter.

o Keep an observant eve on the snakes overall condition and body weight,

o Reduce vour handlivg during this +ime period.
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Burmese Pythow

Scientific Name: Python Bivittatus

Feeding: (con't)

o Offer python food every ten-to-fourteen days until
eating again,

Housing:

- Housivg can e as simple or elaborate as ove is wishes.
o Wore élalorate ounsing will reduire more time and work to maintaiv,
- Mawy ewnclosures-workwell for ball pythons:
o/ Plastic sweater boxes, Melamine Racks, Freedom Breeder canes
6 Commercially available plastic-type reptile cages from Vision Herp
or similar.
- Glass agquariums and +anks are adeguate
o Such enclosures can wake it difficult +o maintain humidity levels,
- Juvewile pythous prefer smaller enclosures that make them feel secure.
o Small snakes i a large enclosure can make them feel overwhelmed
ond stressed.
- A full-grown pythow requires a cage of the following size:
o Ninety-six inches by thirty-six inches
- All enclosures must allow for a thermal gradient, with a hot spot on ove end.
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Burmese Pythow

Scientific Name: Python Bivittatus

Tewmperatures:

- Mour snake will reduire a basking spot of eight-eight +o
ninety-two °F
- Mour snake will reduire an ambient temperature of eighty-eight
to eighty-four °F
o Ambient temperature should not fall below seventy-five °F
- Mo must know the temperature inside the enclosure at all times. Po NOT
guess!
- Use a digital ivdoorfontdoor thermometer with a probe.
o Stick the-thermometer to the ivside of the cage on the cool end.
o Place the probe on the warm end.
- We can heat the ewclosure by several means:
o Under cage heating pads.
o Ceramic heat emitters.
o Basking bullbs (both regular daytime and red night bulbs.
- Use thermostats, riheostats and/or fimers to control your heat source.
- Do wot use hot rocks as they heat unevenly and can canse serions burns,

Houmidity:

- Too mueh or too little hamidity can be problematic and detrimental +o pythons
healt.
- Acceptable humidity level is fifty-to-sixty percent,
o Use cypress mulch or similar substrate that can be misted and
mold-resistant,
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Burmese Pythow

Scientific Name: Python Bivittatus

Huamidity: (con't)

o Cypress provides textual clues — rich brown when wet
and +an whew dry.
- Provide a hamidity box. Pack with damp sphagnum moss and place ivside
evnclosure,
- Observe your python for respiratory distress.
o Cam be cansed by combination of low ambient humidity, improper ambient
temperatures, screev-top enclosure.
- Keep moisture in the cage by covering it with plastic or a towel,
- You want the enclosure to e humid, not WET.
o A 5609\ cage can eNevtually lead o bacterial or fungal infections.

Lighting and Water:

- A WB bull is recommended and should run on a +welve-twelve cycle.
o Twelve hours on and twelve hours off.

- Conrtinntous bright, overhead lighting is stressful +o snakes

- Always provide fresh, clean water for your python.

- A low, large dish is optimal as vour python will seak i i+ from time-to-time.

- Snakes will defecate in the water, so be prepared for cleavivg and disinfecting,
o Keep a spare water bowl on hand for such occasions.
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Burmese Pythow

Scientific Name: Python Bivittatus

WMaintenance:

- Spot clean enclosure as wecessary.
-Remove feces, urates and uneaten prey as soon as possible.
- Clean avnd disinfect water bowl on a weekly basis,
-Remove substrate aud cage furniture for disinfecting every thirty days,
o Allow enclosure and all furniture to dry before returning pet +o cage.
Accessories:
- An essewtial python accessory is a good hide box, even two of them.
o Adding wmaltiple hide boxes allows them to choose between security
ond temperature,
- Comwmercially available ide boxes, work well,

Reproductive:

- Pythons reach sexual maturity anywhere from eighteen months o four years.
- Breeding season ranges from November +o WMarch,

o Stop all feeding at this time.

o Pythons should be in excellent health before breedivg is attempted.

o Breeding may be induced by reducing daytime photoperiod from eight to

ten hours.

o Prop nighttime temperatures into the mid seveuties.

o Twtroduce the female into the males cage.

o WMist with water to help induce breeding activity,
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Burmese Pythow

Scientific Name: Python Bivittatus

Reproductive: (con't)

- Females shed fourteen to twenty days after ovulation,
0 Eggs are laid within thirty days.
o Cluteh sizes are typically four-to-fifty egys.
o Tucubation temperature of eighty-eight-to-nivety °F is optimal.
o Bgos take average of sixty days to hateh.

Notes and Comments:

Pythous are often regarded as the most popular pet python v herpetoculture,
and witl their docile nature & low maintenance requirements it is easy to see
why. Acquiring captive bred specimens will help ensure a successtul snake keeping
experience. The wmyriad color wmorphs that are now available, combived with the
fact that normal ball pythons are duite attractive v their own right, truly make
this species a swake for both vovice and advanced herpetoculturist alike
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